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Minutes of the Regular Meeting 
Of the Board of Directors 

Edwards Metropolitan District 
August 16, 2018 

 
A Regular Meeting of the Board of Directors of the Edwards Metropolitan District, Eagle County, 
Colorado, was held on August 16, 2018 at 12:00 p.m. at the Community Room of the Western Eagle 
County Metropolitan Recreation District Field House, 450 Miller Ranch Road, Edwards, Eagle County, 
Colorado, in accordance with the applicable statutes of the State of Colorado. 
 
Attendance The following Directors were present and acting: 

• Beth Reilly 
• Kara Heide 
• Mick Woodworth 
• Bill Simmons 
 

The following Director were absent and excused: 
• John McCaulley 

 
  Also in attendance were: 

• Aaron Mayville, U.S. Forest Service District Ranger 
• Holly Loff, Eagle River Watershed Council Executive Director 
• Gina Van Hekken, Walking Mountains Science Center Director of Grants and 

Strategic Initiatives 
• Todd Williams, Edwards Community Authority Representative 
• Tracy Erickson, Homestead Court Club General Manger 
• Ken Marchetti, Marchetti & Weaver, LLC  
• Cissy Olson, Secretary for the meeting 

 
 
Call To  
Order The Regular Meeting of the Board of Directors of Edwards Metropolitan District was 

called to order by Director Reilly on August 16, 2018 at 12:04 p.m. noting a quorum was 
present.    

 
Changes to the  
Agenda Director Reilly requested to add Mr. Aaron Mayville’s Front Country Ranger Program 

presentation to the meeting agenda.  
 
Public Input  Director Reilly reported that the Avon Town Council recently passed the first reading of 

an ordinance to change the age to purchase tobacco products from 18 to 21 in 2019 in the 
town’s municipal code.  The ordinance will establish a licensing system for tobacco 
retailers which would give the town more authority in enforcing the new law.  The Town 
will forgo revenues from the state on tobacco sales, and must also create a licensing 
administrator position.   
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Legal There was no legal input. 
 
Eagle Valley Outdoor Movement 
GOCO Grant 
Update Ms. Van Hekken gave a brief update on the Eagle Valley Outdoor Movement (EVOM) 

GOCO Inspire Initiative $1.4 million grant Walking Mountains received aimed at 
inspiring underserved kids to appreciate, enjoy, and take care of the great outdoors.  
According to Ms. Van Hekken the grant only covers the programing portion.  An 
additional grant submitted for improvements to the bike path along Highway 6 and the 
Eagle River from Lake Creek Village and the Eagle River Village Trailer Park to the 
Eagle River Preserve was denied.  Ms. Van Hekken is planning to make an appeal in 
2019 for pedestrian path improvements by partnering with WECMRD or another entity 
that receives GOCO funding.  The Board and Ms. Van Hekken discussed the type of 
pathway improvements she is considering.  Ms. Van Hekken further discussed forming a 
partnership with the Western Eagle County Metropolitan Recreation District 
(WECMRD) to use the Eagle River Preserve in the future.  

 
Eagle River Watershed Council  
Update & Funding 
Request The Eagle River Watershed Council (ERWC) is a nonprofit organization formed to keep 

the rivers and streams healthy in Eagle County.  The ERWC has been organizing and 
hosting an annual county highway cleanup in May of each year and a River Cleanup is 
held in September.  2018 will be the 25th anniversary of the Eagle River Cleanup.  This 
year they are planning to take advantage of the low water flows to do a deep river clean.  
The District is a sponsor for each of these events in 2018.    

 
Ms. Loff asked if the District would also consider a $1,000 sponsorship for each program 
in 2019.  The coordination of each project requires event marketing, planning, and 
volunteer recruitment.      

 
 The Board discussed the projects and after discussion and by motion duly made and 

seconded it was  
 

RESOLVED to appropriate $1,000 in support of the 2019 Eagle River Watershed 
Council annual highway cleanup project and $1,000 in support of the 2019 annual 
river cleanup project. 

 
Front Country Ranger 
Program Mr. Mayfield reported that the White River National Forest extends from Vail Pass to 

Glenwood Canyon and the Flat Tops to Tennessee Pass. The White River National Forest 
is a world-renown recreation destination with more than 10 million visitors per year 
making it the most visited recreation forest in the country.   
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According to Mr. Mayfield the Front Country Ranger program which includes 67 
developed campsites, over 500 dispersed campsites, and 30 front country trailheads has a 
budget for only one seasonal staff member to oversee and maintain the area.  Funding for 
this program has decreased from $270,000 to $40,000 and visitation has not slowed 
down.  Mr. Mayfield has been attending various municipal meetings within the county in 
order to educate public officials about the need for additional funding for the program.   
 
After discussion Director Heide, the District’s Mayors and Managers meeting 
representative, offered to report back on how much Edwards should consider sponsoring.   
 
At 12:50 p.m. Ms. Loff left the meeting. 

 
Eaton Ranch House 
Log Cabin The Eagle Valley Land Trust has decided not to proceed with negotiations to lease the 

Eagle River Preserve (ERP) log cabin as an office location while managing public use of 
the building.   

 
Director Heide reported that the original intent was to close the ERP during the winter 
months so that local wildlife could cohabitate undisturbed.  Director Heide would like to 
see the log cabin closed during the same winter month period that the ERP is closed to 
vehicle access.  
 
At 1:10 p.m. Mr. Mayfield left the meeting.   
 
The Board discussed drafting a Request for Qualifications and letter of interest in order to 
solicit any noncommercial or government entities who may be interested in using the 
cabin within the allowable boundaries of the conservation easement.  Director Heide 
offered to draft the RFQ/letter of interest.   
 

      At 1:30 p.m. Ms. Van Hekken left the meeting. 
 
Edwards De-Gallagherization 
Ballot Question            
 The Gallagher Amendment passed in 1982 requires that the Residential Assessed 

Valuation across the State make up no more than 45% of the State’s total assessed 
valuation.  The majority tax burden or 55% is placed on non-residential (primarily 
commercial) property.  In 1982 the Commercial Assessment Rate (CAR) was 29% and 
the Residential Assessment Rate (RAR) was 21%.  Since then, the RAR has gradually 
been reduced to 7.2% and is projected to be further reduced to 6.11%.  Prior to TABOR 
(1992) local governments could increase the mill levy in order to raise the same revenue 
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as the previous year plus up to 5.5%.  Since 1992 the TABOR legislation prevents raising 
the mill levy rate without voter approval.    

 
 Even though Edwards Metro has de-Bruced meaning it can collect and spend revenues it 

raises, it does not allow for a floating mill levy rate.  In order to avoid the effect of the 
Gallaher Amendment the District would be required to ask voters to de-Gallagherize the 
mill levy rate limitation.   

 
 Mr. Marchetti recommended that Edwards not move forward with a November election 

since there is not enough time to educate the voters, and there will be several other state 
and local questions on the November ballot that may receive more voter interest.  After 
discussion the Board agreed to not proceed with an election this year. 

 
Old Edwards Estates 
Pond Update Mr. Marchetti reported he hasn’t heard any more from the property owners bordering the 

Old Edwards Estates pond who may be interested in taking over ownership.  
 
Minutes The Board reviewed the July 19, 2018 Regular Meeting minutes.  Ms. Olson reported that 

she had received communication from Catherine Hayes, an Upper Eagle Regional Water 
Authority (UERWA) administrator, who stated the UERWA offered assistance with 
financing mechanisms to connect the Eagle River Village Mobile Home Park to 
UERWA’s system, but did not offer to partner on the costs of the improvements.  The 
Board discussed the correction and agreed that although the UERWA did not intend to 
partner with the Eagle River Village Mobile Home Park on the cost of the improvements 
it was presented as a partnership at the last meeting and will be reflected as such in those 
minutes but corrected here with a reference in the July minutes to this correction.  By 
motion duly made and seconded it was unanimously 

 
RESOLVED to approve the July 19, 2018 Regular Meeting minutes with the 
clarification stated above.  

 
Accounts 
Payable The Board reviewed the August accounts payable list and by motion duly made and 

seconded it was unanimously 
 

RESOLVED to approve the August accounts payable list as presented. 
 
Updates &  
Reports Director Woodworth reported the Edwards Fire Station crew will be operating in the new 

Edwards building by October 31st. 
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 Director Heide reported the Upper Eagle Regional Water Authority has sent letters to its 
customers asking them to cut back on the amount of water they are using due to this 
year’s severe drought and low stream flows.   

 
 Director Woodworth asked if the participants of the Freedom Park or Farmers Market 

events have been paying the Edwards 1% sales tax.  Ms. Olson will check the monthly 
sales tax report to see if it indicates any new vendors.  

 
 Director Reilly reported Vail Honeywagon is working on a project to begin composting 

landscape material disposal.   The County is also looking at recycling concrete and 
demolition material which will include recycling lumber, adhesives, etc.     

 
Adjournment 

There being no further business to come before the Board at this time, by motion duly 
made and seconded it was unanimously 

 
 RESOLVED to adjourn the Regular Meeting of the Edwards Metropolitan 

District Board of Directors this 16th day of August, 2018.  
 
      Respectfully submitted, 
 
        Cissy Olson 
      Secretary for the Meeting 


