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Minutes of the Regular Meeting 
Of the Board of Directors 

Edwards Metropolitan District 
April 16, 2015 

 
A Regular Meeting of the Board of Directors of the Edwards Metropolitan District, Eagle County, 
Colorado, was held on April 16, 2015 at 12:00 p.m. at the Community Room of the Western Eagle 
County Metropolitan Recreation District, 450 Miller Ranch Road, Edwards, Eagle County, 
Colorado, in accordance with the applicable statutes of the State of Colorado. 
 
Attendance The following Directors were present and acting: 

• Bill Simmons  
• Mick Woodworth  
• Tracy Erickson 
 

  The following Directors were absent and excused: 
• Beth Reilly 
• Kara Heide 
 

  Also in attendance were: 
• Jason Cowles, Eagle River Water & Sanitation District Planner 
• Linn Brooks, Eagle River Water & Sanitation District General Manager 
• Ellie Caryl, ECO Trails Program Manager 
• Casey Cooper, Eagle River Fire Protection District 
• Jim Collins, Esq., Collins Cockrel & Cole 
• Ken Marchetti, Robertson & Marchetti, P.C.  
• Cissy Olson, Secretary for the meeting 

 
Call To  
Order The Regular Meeting of the Board of Directors of Edwards Metropolitan District 

was called to order by Director Erickson on April 16, 2015, at 12:05 p.m. noting a 
quorum was present.    

 
Conflicts 
of Interest It was noted that a Disclosure of Potential Conflict of Interest Statement had been 

executed by Tracy Erickson, and filed with the Board and Colorado Secretary of 
State at least seventy-two hours prior to the meeting in accordance with statute, 
indicating that he is General Manager of the Homestead Homeowners Association, 
which is the homeowners association for a community within the District’s 
boundaries.  After Director Erickson had summarily stated for the record the fact 
and nature of his private interests and had further stated that the determination to 
participate in voting or take any other action on any contract or other matter in 
which he may have a private interest would be made in compliance with Section 
24-18-201(1)(b)(V), C.R.S., on an ad hoc basis, the Board turned their attention to 
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the agenda items.  Director Erickson’s Disclosure of Potential Conflict of Interest 
Statement was incorporated into the record of the meeting. 

 
Changes to the Agenda    
 There were no changes to the agenda. 
 
UERWA Plant Investment/Water  
System Impact Fee Increase 
 An Upper Eagle Regional Water Authority (UERWA) water system impact fee 

charged to new customers creates equity in financing the water system’s current 
and planned future assets.   This fee requires that new customers pay for their 
allocation of system capacity in the water facilities and systems at the time of 
connection.  The Water System Impact Fee (WSIF) has historically been increased 
annually at the Denver/Boulder consumer price index.  The adjustment does not 
consider the value of additional capital investments that have been made by the 
Authority, or planned future improvements that were recommended by the 
Authority’s 2009 Water System Master Plan Update.   

 
Mr. Cowles gave a brief presentation of a new recommendation from the Authority 
to increase the tap fee and Plant Investment Fee (PIF) rate to recover on average 
$9,041 per Single Family Equivalent (SFE).  The UERWA also wants to assess the 
PIF using the current tiered rate structure which will be re-evaluated periodically as 
system assets are added or improved, or to reflect changes to the Authority’s 
Capital Improvement Program.  According to Mr. Cowles the Edwards tap fee has 
been the lowest of all participating members.  The governing Board of the UERWA 
is asking all Participating Members to approve the proposed increase to the Water 
System Impact Fee (WSIF) and approve a name change from Plant Investment Fee 
to Water System Impact Fee.   
 
The Board discussed the recommendation and by motion duly made and seconded 
it was unanimously  
 

RESOLVED to approve a proposed to increase the Water System Impact 
Fee to a current rate of $9,041 per Single Family Equivalent unit, and 
further to change the name of the Plant Investment Impact Fee to Water 
System Impact Fee.  
 

 At 12:12 p.m. Ms. Brooks and Mr. Cowles left the meeting. 
 
Dinosaur  
Fossils Mr. Marchetti reported he met Mr. Billy Doran who recently discovered the first 

dinosaur fossils found in the high country outside of Edwards.  Mr. Doran is 
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working closely with the Bureau of Land Management and the Denver Museum of 
Nature and Science to research the area.  Mr. Doran works with the museum and 
has been on a few National Geographic expeditions digging prehistoric animal 
fossils.  Mr. Doran is interested in discussing the possibility of using the Eagle 
River Preserve log cabin as an educational based steward and he suggested that he 
could house his real dinosaur fossil collection at the property and teach guests 
about this area during the dinosaur’s reign.   

 
Minutes The Board reviewed the March 19, 2015 Regular Meeting minutes.  By motion 

duly made and seconded it was unanimously 
 

RESOLVED to approve the March 19, 2015 Regular Meeting minutes as 
presented. 

 
Financial Statements 
 Mr. Marchetti reported he has added $18,000 in the 2015 budget for branding 

Edwards.   
 

Old Edwards Estates Pond  
Complaint The District received a telephone call from Mr. Steele who lodged a complaint 

against his neighbor, Ms. Moody, who was cutting back the willows on the 
District’s open space property adjacent to the west side of her property line.  Ms. 
Olson went to investigate the situation and found that Ms. Moody was only cutting 
back the willows that the District had given her prior approval to thin out in 2006.   

  
Director Simmons asked if the funds from the Water Capital Reserve Fund can be 
rolled into the General Fund since the District will no longer be collecting tap fees.  
Mr. Marchetti announced the Water Capital Reserve Fund will be closed out and 
the funds used to reimburse the General Fund for costs the General Fund incurred 
on behalf of water matters. 
 

Accounts 
Payable The Board reviewed the April accounts payable list and by motion duly made and 

seconded it was unanimously 
 
RESOLVED to approve the April accounts payable list as presented. 

 
At 12:18 p.m. Ms. Caryl joined the meeting. 
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Miller Ranch Road Trail Intersection 
Improvements  
 Ms. Caryl gave a brief presentation of proposed improvements to the Eagle Valley 

Trail intersection with Miller Ranch Road.  The Eagle Valley Trail in this location 
was constructed in 2000 and in 2003. The trail use through Edwards has gradually 
increased through the years and staff has observed congestion and confusion at the 
road and trail intersection.  Ms. Caryl proposed an intersection retrofit that will 
widen the existing median, install a wider crosswalk with higher visibility, replace 
crossing signs, and install other pavement markings to direct and separate trail 
users.  This improvement is expected to increase visibility and slow down vehicular 
speeds.   

 
 The project is estimated to cost $19,516 and Ms Caryl requested a $4,900 funding 

contribution or 25% from the District in order to complete the project.  The 
remainder of the funds will come from the ECO Trails maintenance projects 
funding pool.  Director Erickson asked if the project could be funded by Road 
Impact Fees.  Ms. Caryl reported the road impact fees are not applicable to trail 
projects.   

 
 The Board discussed the project and agreed to contribute to the project once Ms. 

Caryl submits her invoices at the end of the year.    
 
 At 12:43 Ms. Caryl left the meeting. 
 
Edwards Community 
Authority (ECA) 
Update Mr. Marchetti received an update from Mr. Simonton prior to the Eagle County 

Planning Commission’s April 15th meeting.  Mr. Simonton reported he has 
provided an update on the Edwards planning process to the Eagle County Planning 
Commission at their regularly scheduled public meeting.  He also presented the 
latest iteration of the Vision Statement, the Plan outline, and a sample set of goals 
and policies.   

 
Potential Restructure  
Of ECA  At the last meeting the Board discussed Edwards Community Authority funding 

alternatives.  Director Erickson recommended possibly separating the ECA 
maintenance costs from the general and administration expenses.  Mr. Marchetti 
presented a funding allocation analysis using Director Erickson’s recommendation 
that indicates how much each district will contribute.  The Board and Mr. Marchetti 
briefly discussed the analysis. 
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Branding Edwards 
Mr. Marchetti presented a revised draft of a Request for Proposal (RFP) for 
Consulting Services to establishing an Edwards’s community identity, new website, 
and community communications.  Mr. Marchetti scaled down the original RFP in 
order to focus on an understanding of what Edwards is and how to develop better 
communication and a logo.  Mr. Marchetti will send the RPF to several different 
companies. 
 
The Board discussed maintenance responsibilities at the Eagle River Preserve and 
agreed to include it on the next meeting agenda.  Discussion of when the log cabin 
will be completed and if the District should schedule an open house or ceremony.  
The Board would like to include a plaque at the log cabin indicating the businesses 
and individuals who have contributed to completion of the project.  

 
Adjournment There being no further business to come before the Board at this time, by motion 

duly made and seconded it was unanimously 
 
 RESOLVED to adjourn the Regular Meeting of the Edwards Metropolitan 

District Board of Directors this 16th day of April, 2015.  
 
      Respectfully submitted, 
       
                   Cissy Olson 
      Secretary for the Meeting  


