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Minutes of the Regular Meeting 
Of the Board of Directors 

Edwards Metropolitan District 
April 20, 2017 

 
A Regular Meeting of the Board of Directors of the Edwards Metropolitan District, Eagle County, 
Colorado, was held on April 20, 2017 at 12:00 p.m. at the Community Room of the Western Eagle 
County Metropolitan Recreation District Field House, 450 Miller Ranch Road, Edwards, Eagle 
County, Colorado, in accordance with the applicable statutes of the State of Colorado. 
 
Attendance The following Directors were present and acting: 

• Beth Reilly 
• Kara Heide 
• Bill Simmons 
 

  The following Directors were absent and excused: 
• Mick Woodworth  
• John McCaulley 

 
  Also in attendance were: 

• Brooke Ranney, Eagle River Watershed Council 
• Todd Goulding, Goulding Development Advisors, LLC 
• Dominic Mauriello, Mauriello Planning Group, LLC  
• Pete Seibert, Adopt A Trail Program 
• Bill Hoblitzell, Adopt A Trail Program 
• Jim Collins, Esq., Collins Cockrel & Cole 
• Ken Marchetti, Marchetti & Weaver, LLC  
• Cissy Olson, Secretary for the meeting 

 
Call To  
Order The Regular Meeting of the Board of Directors of Edwards Metropolitan District was 

called to order by Director Reilly on April 20, 2017 at 12:10 p.m. noting a quorum 
was present.    

 
Changes to the  
Agenda There were no changes to the agenda.  
 
Abandonment of Permanent Utility  
Easement An unused utility easement is affecting the development of two parcels of land 

previously known as the Ward Parcels and subsequently the Via project.  The parcels 
are located between the Edwards trailer park and the CenturyLink parcel on the south 
side of Highway 6 in west Edwards.   
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 In 1992 an easement was given to the District to allow the adjoining properties to have 
future access to water lines or water mains.  This utility easement, which was also 
granted on property not owned by the grantor at the time, extended onto the trailer 
park and CenturyLink neighboring properties.  The Upper Eagle Water Authority 
(UERWA) has since installed water mains within the right-of-way of Highway 6 and 
in other easements acquired by the Authority. 

 
 Mr. Mauriello reported the Via project received County approval in early 2016 to 

develop 70 affordable rental dwelling units on the property.  Via is now looking at 
combining a portion of the Centurylink parcel located adjacent to the existing parcel in 
order to expand the development from 70 to 120 affordable rental units.  According to 
Mr. Mauriello, the current easements conflict with the development plans and since 
there is already water and sewer service available to the parcels in the right of way and 
other easements, the property no longer needs the old utility easements.  

 
 Mr. Collins reported that UERWA has thoroughly reviewed the old utility easements 

and also concluded they are no longer needed.  The Board and Mr. Mauriello also 
discussed other details of the project.  

 
After further discussion Mr. Collins recommended approving the Vacation and 
Abandonment of Permanent Utility Easement Agreement with UERWA on the 
condition that any required new easements will be provided by the developer.  
Director Reilly stated she was not opposed to approving the easement abandonment; 
however she would like to see the project approved by the County first.  Director 
Heide expressed concern about the size of the new project since other developments 
are anticipated to occur along Highway 6 and this one will increase traffic even more.   

 
After discussion and by motion duly made, it was unanimously  
 

RESOLVED to approve a resolution to be drafted by Mr. Collins that 
provides for the abandonment of the utility easement recorded in 1992 and 
provides for dedication of such replacement easements as may be necessary, 
and subject to completion of the development approval with Eagle County 
prior to June 1, 2019.  

    
Edwards ERFPD  
Station The Board of Directors of the Eagle River Fire Protection District (ERFPD) has 

acquired Tract K, a strip of land adjacent to the existing Fire Station site, and has 
combined that lot with the existing site and plans to use both for construction of the 
new Edwards fire station.  Mr. Goulding gave a brief presentation of a recent design 
and location of the Fire Station on Tract K.  According to Mr. Goulding the building 
was redesigned by lowering the height and decreasing the size of the training facility 
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by 4,000 square feet because they received input from the public that the building was 
too large for the Tract K site.  They are also planning to plant trees on the west side of 
the station in order to soften the presence of the building.    
 
Director Heide expressed concern about development on Tract K noting that she and 
other Edwards’ constituents are disappointed it will not remain open space as 
originally designated on the Amended Final Plat.  Director Heide also referenced the 
District’s position in a letter sent from the District to the Eagle County Community 
Development Department supporting open space on Tract K in 2013 when Mr. 
Mueller was in the process of proposing an affordable housing development on this 
parcel.  The Board agreed to wait until Directors Woodworth and McCaulley are able 
to weigh in on the project before making a final comment. 

 
Mr. Goulding reported that the feedback from a majority of Homestead residents 
providing comment is that they are pleased with lowering the roof heights and 
building size and adding tree landscaping.    
 
At 12:58 p.m. Mr. Goulding and Mr. Mauriello left the meeting. 
 

ERWSC River and Highway 
Clean Up Sponsorship 
  The District received two funding requests from the Eagle River Watershed Council 

for the annual highway cleanup scheduled on May 6th and the annual river cleanup 
scheduled for September 9th.  Ms. Ranney gave a brief presentation of each cleanup 
noting how it affects tourism and the river habitat.  The Board discussed both projects 
and by motion duly made and seconded it was unanimously 

 
RESOLVED to appropriate $1,000 in support of the Eagle River Watershed 
Council annual highway cleanup project and $1,000 in support of the annual 
river cleanup project.  

 
Ms. Ranney left the meeting. 
 

Adopt a Trail 
Program The Vail Valley Mountain Bike Association (VVMBA) is in the process of raising 

funds for the Vail Valley Adopt-a-Trail program with the Forest Service.  The Adopt a 
Trial program services over 600 miles of trials on the White River National Forest and 
county and municipal lands. Many trails are neglected after years of deferred 
maintenance and heavy use.   

 
Mr. Seibert reported they are in the process of raising money for improving 42 trails 
this summer.  They are also looking for dedicated funding for continuing the program 
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in Eagle County in the future. The Board, Mr. Seibert, and Mr. Hoblitzell discussed 
how and why other communities support trail improvements in their counties.   
The Adopt a Trail program in Edwards focuses mainly on trails above Homestead on 
the south side of Interstate 70 and above Singletree and Cordillera Valley Club on the 
north side of Interstate 70. 
 
After further discussion and by motion duly made and seconded it was unanimously 
 
 RESOLVED to appropriate $1,000 in support of the Adopt a Trail program. 
 
Mr. Seibert and Mr. Hoblitzell left the meeting. 
 

Edwards Spur Road Phase II  
PLT Update  During the past several months an effort has been made to better estimate and refine 

the Edwards Interchange Phase II overall design and construction costs, and to identify 
funding sources and future partnerships.  The Project Leadership Team (PLT) has 
been revisiting widening rather than replacing the existing Eagle River and Union 
Pacific Railroad (UPRR) bridges.  CDOT has submitted a preliminary design package 
to the UPRR requesting approval for widening the existing bridge rather than 
reconstructing it.  The UPRR review process is expected to take a couple of months.   

 
Minutes The Board reviewed the February 16, 2017 Regular Meeting minutes.  By motion duly 

made and seconded it was unanimously 
 

RESOLVED to approve the February 16, 2017 Regular Meeting minutes as 
presented.   
 

Accounts 
Payable The Board reviewed the March accounts payable list and by motion duly made and 

seconded it was unanimously 
 

RESOLVED to ratify the March accounts payable list as presented. 
 

The Board reviewed the April accounts payable list and by motion duly made and 
seconded it was unanimously 

 
RESOLVED to approve the April accounts payable list as presented. 
 

Financial  
Statements Mr. Marchetti reported that the West End project has been withdrawn from 

consideration by Eagle County Community Development at this time.  The parcel will 
continue to have the subdistrict located on the property but it will be an inactive 
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subdistrict until reactivated.  Mr. Marchetti will take out the 2019 forecast from the 
District’s financial statements until further notice.   

 
Executive 
Session By motion duly made and seconded it was unanimously 
 

RESOLVED to enter into executive session at 1:51 p.m. per §24-6-402(4)(e), 
for the purpose of determining positions relative to matters that may be subject 
to negotiations; developing strategy for negotiations; and instructing 
negotiators. 
 

At 2:08 p.m. Mr. Collins left the meeting. 
 

The board adjourned from executive session at 2:45 p.m. 
 
Adjournment 
 There being no further business to come before the Board at this time, by motion duly 

made and seconded it was unanimously 
 
 RESOLVED to adjourn the Regular Meeting of the Edwards Metropolitan 

District Board of Directors this 20th day of April, 2017.  
 
 
      Respectfully submitted, 
       
                   Cissy Olson 
      Secretary for the Meeting  


